9a Welcoming Children into the Family
[Tutor picture] In this chapter we will learn about Jesus Christ's attitude to children and how we can be like him.


1. When a man and woman marry, they become a family. Their marriage is complete, even if they never have children. They can still support each other and serve God together. Yet one of God's plans for marriage is that children usually follow.

Look back to Chapter 3b. What is the first of the three ways that God uses marital intimacy to serve his kingdom? _________ ___________ ____________.



(i) Two attitudes to children

2. Read Matthew 19:13-15. Put a tick ( sign when you have read it. (
Here are some of the ideas about children we see in these verses.
[put ideas in thought bubbles]

(1) Christ has more important things to do than care for children.

(2) Christ's kingdom belongs to children and other people like that.

(3) Christ wants children to come to him.

(4) Christ can serve people better if we keep children away.

Match the people below to each of the ideas above. Write the numbers that correspond in the space.
_________ (a) The disciples [picture of disciples]
_________ (b) Jesus Christ [picture of Jesus Christ]



3. If Jesus Christ is our Lord, then we need to learn to think like him. His thinking about children should be our thinking about children. In the passage above we see that Jesus Christ welcomed children, while the disciples did not. So too, as believers in our marriages and churches, some welcome children - but others do not.
Who is showing Jesus' welcoming attitude to children? Put a tick sign next to each one.

[pictures of people and thought bubbles]
( (a) I thank God every day for our daughter. Having a child brings a lot of work, but we are happy to have her because we want her to know Jesus Christ too.
( (b) Salma has so many children and she has to look after her children all the time. How foolish! If she had stopped after one or two children their family would have much more money and a better life.
( (c) My wife is pregnant for the second time - but children's education and living costs are so expensive. I told her it will be better if she terminates this pregnancy because we cannot have another child now.

( (d) I say to the church - please, if you have young children, don't bring them to the meeting. We cannot worship God and get teaching with these children making a noise.

( (e) Whenever I hear of another baby in the church I go to visit the family. I pray with them, thanking God for giving this gift. I know that it is hard for parents so I ask if there is any way we can help them as a fellowship.
( (f) We have five children - and I thank God for the ability to provide for our large family. Though we do not live in a large house and life is very busy, we rejoice to see our children learning to trust God.



(ii) Become like children
4. Sometimes we don't want to welcome children because we want to be the greatest. Jesus's disciples asked him who would be greatest in the kingdom of heaven, and Jesus gave this warning.
Read Matthew 18:1-5. Put a tick ( sign when you have read it. (
If you do not become like a humble little child, what place does Jesus say you will have in the kingdom of heaven? Put a tick ( sign next to each right answer.

( (a) You will be the greatest.
( (b) You will have a place like everyone else.
( (c) You won't even enter the kingdom.


5. [Picture of parent and little child.] A small child is completely dependent on his parents. He trusts them to provide for him. He needs their care. He cannot do many things by himself. When he needs something, he asks.

We are to be just like this with God our heavenly father. We must trust him to provide for us. We need his care. We cannot enter his kingdom by ourselves. To enter, we must ask him to give us salvation. As a father, he loves to give good gifts.

In what way should every believer be like a child in the kingdom of heaven? Put a tick ( sign next to only one answer.

( (a) He should humbly depend on God for everything, including his own salvation.
( (b) He should keep trying to be the greatest.


6. Parents must depend on God as heavenly father. Parents should know God's love, care and provision every day. Then they are able to love, care and provide for their children.
Which parents do you think will provide better for their children? Put a tick ( sign next to only one answer.

( (a) Parents who rely on themselves.
( (b) Parents who trust God for all their needs.



(iii) Welcoming children
7. God's word teaches us that children are a blessing from God.

"Sons are a heritage from the LORD, children of the womb are a reward given by him." Psalm 127:3.

If we believe God's word, we will welcome every child God gives us. To welcome a child is to welcome God's gift. 
As believers who love God's word, how should we think about raising children? Put a tick ( sign next to only one answer.

( (a) Inconvenience.
( (b) Blessing.


8. Badsha and his wife have a two year old daughter. Badsha loves it when he comes home from the shop and his daughter puts her arms around him and kisses him. But Badsha quickly tires of his daughter's company and hands her to her mother. In the evenings Badsha always checks the day's accounts. If his daughter cries or asks him for something, he says to his wife, "Can't you keep her quiet? Give her a chocolate or let her watch TV." Recently he has been staying late at the shop or chatting with friends at the tea shop and only comes home to eat and sleep.
Underline the things Badsha does that show he feels his daughter is an inconvenience.



9. Ujjal and Julie have a son and a baby daughter. Julie cares for them during the day while Ujjal is at his business. In the evening when Ujjal gets home, he asks Julie about her day with the children. He listens to what the children have been doing. Husband and wife talk together about how they can help their children to live to please God. Ujjal spends time with the children and teaches them. He praises them when they do what is right. He thanks God for the progress he sees in them. Julie is often more tired now than before she had children. Yet she feels glad that God has given her this opportunity to help bring her children to know Jesus Christ.
Underline the things Ujjal and Julie do that show they see their children as a blessing.


For Personal Reflection
If you are married, do you see the role of bearing and raising children as a blessing or an inconvenience? Are you honouring the God who has given you this responsibility? Do you see this work as valuable - or do you think that parents who spend a lot of time, energy and resources on their children are foolish?

Ask Jesus Christ to teach you to welcome children as he does. Ask him to help you depend on your heavenly father. He can supply everything you need to welcome and raise children.


(iv) Family Planning
10. We saw in chapter 3b that the purpose of intimacy in marriage is not only for having children. It also guards married people from sin and helps strengthen one another. Couples should continue to enjoy intimacy throughout their married life. Therefore, while every child is a blessing from God, believers may use some method to prevent pregnancy at certain times. This may help them space their children or limit the size of their family so that they can care for each child well.
When a woman becomes pregnant, God has marvellously created a new life in her womb. That new life, though small, is a person precious to God and God's gift. Therefore believers should be careful to choose only methods that prevent the very beginning of a new life. Some popular family planning methods work by destroying the new life God has created in its early stages. Once God has begun a new life in the womb, we have no right to destroy it. If you are unsure about how a method works, there is more information in the tutor's guide.
Write "true" or "false" next to the statements about pregnancy and family planning.

_____ (a) All family planning is forbidden in God's word.
_____ (b) Some family planning methods destroy a new life, so you must choose carefully.
_____ (c) Any new life in the womb, however small, is a person precious to God and God's gift.
_____ (d) Using a method to prevent pregnancy for a time can help you care for your family wisely.


11. Jasmine and Nadim have been married one year and just had a baby girl. They have never talked about family planning before. Now Jasmine feels she wants to wait a while before getting pregnant again. One of her friends told Jasmine of a family planning clinic where she could go. Jasmine tells Nadim she would like to wait before having another child, but doesn't want to do anything without Nadim's knowledge. Nadim agrees it will be better to wait a while, but he is not sure about what method will be best. Nadim has heard that some methods may harm an unborn child. Other methods may be difficult to use. Nadim asks a believing friend who knows to help him understand how the methods work. Then he and Jasmine talk about it together and decide on a method they can try so that they can wait before having another child.

What are the advantages when husband and wife decide on family planning together?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be ready to discuss your answer with the group.



(v) Unplanned Pregnancy

12. In the psalms, David said to God:

 "You knit the parts of my body together in my mother's womb." Psalm 139:13.
Sometimes a woman may become pregnant at a time when husband and wife had not planned to have another child. It may be difficult for them to have another child at this time. In these circumstances, some would advise the woman to end the pregnancy.

(a) What common reasons can you think of that people might wish to end a pregnancy?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

(b) Who ultimately gives life to a new person in the womb at conception? ______________________

(c) Does God ever make mistakes when he gives life? ______________________________________

(d) Who has a right to take a life God has made? __________________________________________
Be ready to discuss your answers with the group.



13. (a) How do people enter God's kingdom (see Matthew 18:1-5)? Put a tick ( sign next to only one answer.

( (1) They show God they know how to manage their own affairs.
( (2) They come to God like small children, trusting him for their needs. 

(b) If parents are members of God's kingdom, how can they approach God when there is an unplanned pregnancy? Put a tick ( sign next to only one answer.

( (1) They can show God they already know a solution to this problem.
( (2) They can trust God as father to provide for their needs, even when they don't know how they can provide for a child at this time.


14. We have seen that children are a gift from God, and he does not make mistakes. We saw that parents must also depend on their heavenly father as a little child depends on his parents. If parents are worried that they cannot provide for this child, let them look to their heavenly father, for he can provide for them.

The person who ends the life of an unborn child, however small, has taken the life of another person! After a child is born, the law describes this act as murder. Before the child's birth it is the same in God's sight. Many people today say a woman has a right to end her pregnancy. Yet God has not given us a right to take the life of another in this way, however hard our circumstances.
Abortion is closest to which sin forbidden in God's word? Put a tick ( sign next to only one answer.

( (a) Stealing.
( (b) Murder.
( (c) Adultery.



For Personal Reflection
While the world around teaches us that ending a pregnancy is acceptable, we must remember that taking the life of an unborn child is not acceptable to God. If you have ever ended a pregnancy or encouraged someone else to do so, you have actually taken a life. At the time you may not have understood what you were doing. If this is your situation, you can ask God's forgiveness, if you have not already done so. He is able and willing to forgive.
How great is God's love for us! He sent his son Jesus Christ to die in our place so that we can be fully forgiven for this sin and every sin. Thank him now for his great mercy.


15. (a) Hamida cooks in a mess. She has five children at school. Her husband is sick and cannot work, so they rely on Hamida's small salary. Hamida has just discovered she is pregnant again. If she stops working to look after a baby, she will lose her job and the family will have no income. Hamida and her husband are members of your church and don't know what to do. What are possible ways to help them?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(b) Anwar is a young man in your church, and a believer. However, unknown to the other believers, he has been having an affair with a girl and she has become pregnant. She wants him to help her end the pregnancy before it becomes known. Anwar now comes to you for advice. What will you say? How can Anwar take responsibility for his actions and avoid further sin?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Be ready to discuss these answers with the group.



For Personal Reflection - many children or none?
Some couples would like to have more children. But they have heard that the national population is too big. They feel they have a duty to limit their family to one or two children. However, God's word tells us children are God's blessing. Parents are responsible to provide for their children and raise them in a way that pleases God. So, if parents, without depending on others, are able to provide for more children from their own resources, this is a good thing. When they are grown, these children can also become productive workers who provide for others. They can become the nation's greatest blessing, not its curse.
Sadly, some couples are not able to have children. There may be a physical problem with either the husband or the wife, meaning the wife never gets pregnant. Or perhaps the wife becomes pregnant but the child dies in the womb and is lost before birth. In these cases, the wife is not at fault! Children are a gift from God and he decides when to give them. There is sometimes medical treatment available. If you are unable to have children, bring your feelings of sadness to God. Ask him to help you to trust him and his goodness. You can ask him to comfort you, so that you may comfort others in a similar situation.



16. Practical Task
Spend time playing with a child this week; your own child or someone else's. Show the child he is loved, valued and important in God's sight.


Review

17. Which of these is most important for believing parents? Put a tick ( sign next to only one answer.

( (a) Humbly trusting our heavenly father to provide for our needs.
( (b) Being able to manage everything by ourselves.



18. (a) How will parents or the church behave if they think children are an inconvenience? Write two ways they might show this.
(1) _______________________________________________________________________________
(2)_______________________________________________________________________________
(b) How will parents or the church behave if they think children are a blessing from God? Write two ways they might show this.

(1) _______________________________________________________________________________
(2) _______________________________________________________________________________


19. If someone in your church has an unplanned pregnancy and is worried about it, what should you do as a church? Put a tick ( sign next to each right answer.

( (a) Ignore it. It is their personal matter.
( (b) Advise them to end the pregnancy.
( (c) Remind them that their heavenly father does not make mistakes and can provide for them.

( (d) Ask if there is any way you can help this family to care for mother and child in this situation.
Chapter 9b God's Place in the Family

[Tutor picture] In this chapter, we will learn how to give God his place in the believing family.



1. [Picture of Salman, Shitarun and child.] Salman and Shitarun have one son. Salman has great hopes for his son. From the time he was born, Salman has been planning his future. He expects his son to be first in school. His wish is that his son study medicine and become a great doctor. With the son's income and status the family honour will increase. He expects his son to marry into an influential family - and Salman himself intends to make the arrangements.

Shitarun always wants her son to have the best. Whatever he wants - she tries to give it to him. No special food he demands is too much trouble for her. When he is tired of his studies, she lets him rest (though Salman would not approve). Her son is sometimes cruel to her, yet she does not complain but continues to fulfil his wishes. Shitarun is happiest when she is serving her son - she feels she has found her place. Salman thinks Shitarun is too soft on the child, while Shitarun tries to protect her son from his father's excessive demands.
How are Salman and Shitarun like or unlike your parents as you were growing up?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To what extent would you like to follow Salman and Shitarun's example?

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Be ready to discuss your answers with the group.



[Tutor picture] In chapter 9a we saw that children are a blessing from God and we should welcome them into the family. However, as we accept children into the family, it is easy to give them the wrong place, and this is the cause of many problems in family life. In chapter 9b we will look at two wrong ways to include children in the family, and a better way that pleases God.

(i) Child in God's place

2. Some parents treat their children like gods. [Picture of parent bowing down to child.] The child and fulfilling his wishes are the central aim of that parent's life. The parent is willing to give up many comforts and go to great trouble to ensure the child has everything he wants. In this parent's eyes, the child has no faults.
If a parent puts the child in God's place, what do you think is likely to happen? Write "true" or "false" next to the statements.
_____ (a) The child will believe the world revolves around him.
_____ (b) The parent will forget to please God, because the child comes first.
_____ (c) The parent will have a healthy relationship with his/her marriage partner.
_____ (d) The child will learn to give and to serve others.

_____ (e) The child will learn to love and serve God.


3. (a) If a husband loves and respects his wife, do you think the wife is more or less likely to put the child in God's place in this way? Why?______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

(b) If a parent has been putting their child in God's place, how do you think that parent will feel when their child gets married? ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be ready to discuss your answers with the group.


(ii) Parent in God's place

4. Other parents expect their children to treat them as gods. [Picture of child bowing down to parent.] The parent sees the child like a property investment or a chess piece. The parent may spend money on the child - but expects a return. The child is expected to serve the parent by bringing in income from a young age, or performing well in school, entering the right profession, marrying a partner from the right family and bringing a large income to the family later on. This parent has a plan for the child and wants the child to conform to the plan. The child who pleases the parent will be rewarded. A child who cannot or will not do as the parent wishes may be punished harshly.
(a) If a parent expects the child to treat him as god, how do you think the child will feel? Put a tick ( sign next to each answer.
( (1) Loved.
( (2) Frustrated.
( (3) Discouraged.
( (4) Confident.
( (5) Appreciated for who he is.
( (6) Other ____________.

(b) We saw in chapter 9a that our children are God's gift to us. Our children are also made in God's image and made to worship God. How do you think God feels if a parent expects their children to serve the parents' interests in this way? __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Be ready to discuss your answers with the group.



5. Look back at number 1. 

(a) Who do you think Salman was putting in God's place in his family life? ________________

(b) Who do you think Shitarun was putting in God's place in her family life? _________________



(iii) God in God's place
[Picture of parents and children bowing together in worship to God.]

6. [Picture of Saifur, Rabeya and children.] Saifur and Rabeya want God to have the first place in their family life. They know that God has joined them together in marriage, therefore they make sure they are working together to raise their children. They have experienced God's great love for them as their heavenly father, and they give him thanks. They look to God's example in how they treat their children. They love their children deeply and are generous to them with their time, their money and their energy. They recognise that God has made each child, and each child is different. They encourage each child to use the gifts God has given them to serve God's kingdom. As a family, they thank God together for his good gifts. When their children do wrong, they gently correct them and speak to them about the forgiveness we all need to receive from God through Jesus Christ.
In their family life:
(a) Are Saifur and Rabeya putting their children in God's place? ______
(b) Are Saifur and Rabeya putting themselves in God's place? ______



7. Saifur and Rabeya were giving God his right place in their family life. One way they did this was to remember their marriage relationship.

(a) Underline the sentence in number 6 that shows Saifur and Rabeya remembering their marriage relationship.

In Chapter 2b we saw these verses:
“‘For this reason, a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.” Matthew 19:5-6.
(b) Who has joined husband and wife together in marriage? ______

A strong, united relationship between husband and wife is God's design for raising godly offspring. When parents love and care for one another, children in the home feel secure and learn from their parents' example.
(c) When will children in the home feel more secure? Put a tick ( sign next to only one answer.
( (1) When parents seek to please their children but neglect each other.
( (2) When parents love and care for one another, and also love the children.


8. Parents will be the best parents they can be when they follow God's plan. Part of that plan is that they maintain the oneness God has given in their marriage.

Look again at Matthew 19:5-6 above.

(a) Should a parent's relationship with their child ever be allowed to spoil their relationship with husband or wife? _____

(b) Which of these are possible ways that parents can show oneness in relating to their children? Put a tick ( sign next to each possible way.
( (1) One parent shows only affection to the child and the other parent carries out all discipline.
( (2) Parents talk together about what the child does well and both parents encourage the child.
( (3) Parents agree about what behaviour is not acceptable and are ready to discipline the child.
( (4) Parents thank God for their children and pray together for them.
(c) If the parents neglect their marriage relationship, what do you think will be the effect on the children?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be ready to discuss your answers with the group.


9. Another way Saifur and Rabeya gave God his place in their family life was to remember God's love for them.

(a) Underline the sentence in number 6 above where Saifur and Rabeya remember God's love.

(b) Fill in the blanks in this memory verse from chapter 1b.

"See how much the _________ loves us! He calls us his ________, and that is what we are." 

1 John 3:1.
How amazing is God's love for us! When parents have received God's love, comfort and encouragement, they are able to love, comfort and encourage their children too.

(c) From chapter 1(b), who is the model for fathers? ________

(d) Underline the part in number 6 above where Saifur and Rabeya follow God's model.



10. A third way Saifur and Rabeya gave God his place in their family life was to remember God as creator of their children. God made these children for his glory and gave them unique gifts.

(a) Underline the sentence in number 6 above where Saifur and Rabeya remember God as creator.

When we remember God as creator of our children, we remember that they were made to serve God's plan, not our plans!

(b) What did Saifur and Rabeya do to help their children serve God's plan?

__________________________________________________________________________________

(c) What else could parents do to help their children serve God's plan?

__________________________________________________________________________________

Be ready to discuss your answers with the group.



11. A final way Saifur and Rabeya gave God his place in their family life was to remember God's forgiveness. They remembered that each member of their family - parent and child - was a sinner who needed God's forgiveness. God has provided forgiveness for us all through Jesus Christ's death on the cross. [Picture of cross.]
(a) Underline the sentence in number 6 above where Saifur and Rabeya remembered God's forgiveness.

When we remember our need for God's forgiveness, we are not blind to our children's sin but can help them to turn from it. We can also receive forgiveness for our own sin.

(b) What do you think will happen if parents forget their children are also sinners who need God's forgiveness?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be ready to discuss your answer with the group.



For Personal Reflection

If you are a parent, have you been giving God his right place in your family life? Have you put your child in God's place so that you serve the child instead of God? Have you put yourself in God's place so that your child will serve you? Have you neglected your marriage relationship in order to give first place to your children? If so, ask God to forgive you. Ask him to help you to remember him and give him his right place in your family life.


Memory Verse

12. Memorise this verse this week, and think about how to give God the right place in your family life.

"Sons are a heritage from the LORD, children of the womb are a reward given by him." Psalm 127:3.


Review

13. Parents sometimes go wrong because they put their child in God's place [picture of parent bowing down to child], or put the parent in God's place [picture of child bowing down to parent]. 

Here are some mistakes parents might make in raising their children.

_______ (a) Parent always does what child wants.

_______ (b) Parent wants full control over child's life.

_______ (c) Parent is angry when child does not meet parent's expectations.

_______ (d) Parent finds his own value in serving child.

For each mistake above, who is the parent putting in God's place? Write "parent" or "child" next to each mistake.



14. What things can parents remember to help them put God in God's place in their family life?

Write any two from the chapter.

(a)_____________________________________________________________________________

(b)_____________________________________________________________________________



15. Write out this week's memory verse.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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